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The practical difficulty of ejecting a tenant is to find a
substitute. Absentee landlords do not cultivate the
land themselves. Outsiders from the villages will
not be welcomed into the community if they come at
the expense of old members. Villagers are not willing
to cut the throat of their fellow members who for any
good reason cannot pay their rent. In these circum-
stances it is in the interest of the landlord to tolerate
the default in the hope of getting rent in the future.
This situation does not really challenge the status of
the landlord, since there are positive sanctions to
enforce payment of rent whenever this is possible.
By this analysis several important points in the
problem of land tenure are cleared up. The actual
cultivators of the land in the village—except labourers
—continue unchanged even in the event of a change
of ownership of the subsoil. Since the practice of
usury is regarded as morally wrong, it is not possible
for neighbours to squeeze each other. The institution
of absentee landlord arises only in the relation between
village and town. The ownership of the land surface
remains in the hands of the villagers ; even the out-
siders who live in the village do not find it easy to
become owners of land surface, Le* cultivators of the
soil (II-s).
The institution of absentee landlord, thus described,
has acquired a new significance as the result of the
close financial relation between the town and the
village. Professor R. H. Tawney has rightly put it,
" What appears to be occurring, in some regions at
least, is the emergence ... of a class of absentee
owners whose connection with agriculture is purely
financial/*l Again he said," Nor must it be forgotten
1 Land and Labmtr in Ckma% p. 67-68.

